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DIVISION OF VENEREAL DISEASES 

In charge of Asst. Surg. Gen. TaLtaFERRo CLARK 

RESEARCH 

STUDIES AT THE VENEREAL DISEASE LABORATORY, Si aELE TON, N.Y. 

  The experime: 
syphilis has beer 
completed and publi shed. The first dealt with an experimental: 

method 1 of contact infection suitable for , t prophylaxis work, and the 

second with the time interval necess: - for the penetration of the 
intact mucosa by virvlent sv phils Ms. 

Experimental studies ¢ med to test the possibility of a life evcle 

of the spirochete were carricd out. Dy use of special dark field and 

micro-menipulation equipment, intraocular inoculations of animals 

with single spival forms have beon done, and also the corollary, the 

resurvey in the fleld of personal proph; wlaxis In 
uh sued, and two preliminary studics have been 
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ri con mbit ae ation single cell and tissue cult ture study 
i through which itis hoped to test the ability of 
aio reproduce ° under controlled conditions. The 

- been earried out with chick heart cultures to 
ingle spirochete taken from lesions of human or 

The Lechnic 
bas been worke 
the Spire ¢ 4 
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which is 
expermment 
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beneficial results 

  

Iv Perpyrenia induced by ul ltra-short-wave radio 
Bblts with the object of determining the factor 

erapy which is responsible for the Die 

an discase, 

om STUDY OF UNTREATED SYPHILIS IN THE NEGRO RE. 

  

A project was started to study the late effects of untreates 

in the Negro for comparison with tr a groups of svphul indi- 

viduals of this race. A county in a State of the far South, with a 

large Necro population end with rather inadequate facilities in the 

outlying disitiets for t a meni of syphilis, was selected so that 

ihe greatest nuniber of case ney ated syphilis might be uncovered 

with aiminiinuim of effort and bexpend ture. About £00 persons with 

pntrenied svplilis were “Found and were subjected te intensive clinical 

and Inboratory ex: mnuna lions, 
Ot 4,025 Negrocs serologically tested, 907, or 22.5 percent, gave a 

why definite positive test for svptilis on 2 ove: isons and an addi ional 5.5 
percent gave doubtfal positive tests on 2 occasions or & single posi: 

tive test at only 4 tune, ‘These heures inelide individuals of both 

sexes, but only the previously untreated males with two pos sitive 

serolovic tests are cine ded in the study. A preliminary check up 

indientes thet syphilis of the cardiovascular system Js extremely 

corpmon in this racial group and shows that any comprehensive 

imethod for the contro! of heart disease among Negroes must give 

ed syphilis 
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s of the 
Ip Stuc died, 

thorouch consideration to the 3 niluence of sypl ills, Syvphi 
croup 

in frequen ut 

skna and is system was also fairiv coramon in the 
and involys of the ventral nervous system was ne 
but was usually of a vaseuls “type, 

The treatment of sephilis, nder idenl conditions is of the utmost value in the control of this insidi das disease, but, unforty nately, owing io various socini and economie in! luences, the ide val method af therapy is seldom pr le of at fain Fie nt, and th me ajority of infec ‘etl people receive treatment which is generally vas inadeauate, ov no treatmont ut; It is oh | ; ore, to ascertain, if possible, the relative heneliis’ accrued from. a lequate and from inadequate treatment, 
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STUDIES IN COOPERATION WITIT SEL ECTED CLINICS 

Work was continued in the cooperative clinical studies from the case reports of five of the leading venereal disease elinies in the United States, with the financial assistance of a lavee ph Hanthropic founda. tion. A serics of papers on latent syphilis was completed and pubs lished in “Venereal Disease Informa iio 1.77) Mueh valuable informa- tion on th ox esulis of treatment in earty k atent and late latent syphilis is contained in this treatise. The results ofa study of ports of the reactions following 177,360 injections of the arsenieal drues admin- istered to $810 p atients was completed and will be pu blishe I. 
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Cooperation was aaa with elt vealth authori: in an effort to deter nt of t le | syphilis and gonorrh ea In a nun niti s, mcidenes 
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higher percentage of cases of i carly syphilis coming lor treniment is a 

      

                

      
sim these i" communi tle 

  

       
      

    
hopeful » for tut imate control of the disease. ‘The trend for eon rrhea was slightly downs, ard, vithough t there were a number of small cities and counties which show ed a decidedly hich, pereer alage of in- crease, This lack of uniform decrease in the snorrhea rate should cause some hesitation in the aeceptance of these lower rates as repre- seuting a true decrease in the number of individuals neediz ng treatment, 
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There were 4,036 applicants for treatment af the Public Health Service Clinie which is co: vi cted ior the treatment of indigent persons infected with venereal diseases. Only 2,883 of these applicants were 
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In 1933. 872 e venereal diseases to the Public 

Health Service ° State health « departments, as compared 
with 433 in 19 clintes 1 reported 149,045 new admissions, 
(see table 3 for 

FICE of Tie 

extended to this 
Carolina a survey of 
1,080 Tndians w ore 
percent were foun nd posit! ive g. 

Division of 
record forrn 
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Mcp. artment of Interior.--Aid has been 
est of the Commi issioner. In North 
eo a Reservation was made and 
tested for syphilis; approximately 6 
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ay red coveral vears ago fo secure a continuity of 

record in ¢: SV y tr nated in the marine hospitals and to 
standardize t pentic me ethos! is as Tar as pri action ve, was con renued. 
Nine additional hespitals exp: 
the year. It is now bos : 
the past i rent of a ta 
infected with sy phil 1s. 

A study of the records of 9,009 b seneficlaries adinitted to the marine 
hospitals in the past ars is being conducted to determine the 
occurrenee of syphilis & those admitted for hospitalization and 
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treatment under some ‘diagnosis. A pr climine imy study shows 
that 12 pereent of the enis Im marine hospitals have syphilis. 
The study should al tto which ayp. ils prolongs 
hospitalization in enses in which il compheates some other Ulness and 
may even indicate the Unpoertanece of a syphilitic infection in the 
production of some puzzling diseases of unknown etiology. 
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ase record forms which 
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6 Tnenthly abstract journal 
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State departments Of health showing the munoer of cases of 

ra Te, i, the val re fer £100 inhabitants, tke amount 
reported, the annual rates per 1,000 TRharankyy © Gy 
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PARLE 2m Report of 72 carreetional and penal instif:tions cooperating with State boards er departnients of healts 

  

    

   

   

  

New cas 
Syphilis 
Gonorrhea 
Chanerold 

es adinitted: 
: Number 

7, 586 

    

7, S78 
3808, 69] 
49, 917 

~-- o4, 369 
--- 15, 569 

rr qe pe ys woe . . er LPanEn 3.-—Report of 872 elintes furnished through slate health departments, July 1, 1952, to June 30, 1 1 
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EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
A. Pamphiets: 

I, Requests for pamphlets received by the Publie Heatth Service...-...-f 

} 
t 

j gonorrhea. 

real disease pamphlets issued by the Public Health Servica. 
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DIVIS SION OF VENERE AL DISEASES 

Asst. Surg. Gen. Joun MeMunven in charge 

   The Divi vonercel Diseases was established | by law to study the cause, treatment, and prevention of svphilis, conorrlies 7 and       
      

  

  

chaneroid: to co operate with the State deparimenis of health in the control of these ¢ ; and to prevent their ; SPLrene ud through inter. state travel. For ‘the fiscal year ended June 30, 193 y the appr opt 
4 ation for the work of the Dig iston, after deductions requi Ired by In amounted to $58,9 This sui, however, docs not re present the entire amount ef mer ul 
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 Oney aval ilable to cover all activities of the Divi- sion. Grants buve h een made by two phil lanthropie organizations in order that special pieces of work inight be continued, 
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For the Past several years the Division has particip ated In studi of the clinieal aspecis of seh us and the results of treatment. | These studies are sponsored by the Le eague of Nations } rlealth O: ation and cured on in this count y by the combined clforts ubhie flealth S >and a group of five of the loa di ne clinics, with the - > ft 
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The effects of treatinent have also been studied from another a angle, At the sugzestion of a representative of the Jubus Rosenwald Fund, surveys s have been set in motion to go over th e ground covered a few 
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Preventive measures were carried forward in cooperation with State 

and local health d rents. Forty-seven Sites are now reporting 

of venereal ¢ isenses to the Division. The total 1 numbers of 

ses reported 30,890 sof syphilis, 153,255 cases of gor 

orrhea, and of chancroid, Tl rapes show a she 

deerease from jast vear. Doses of arsphenamine distributed by St 

health departinents arnounted to L279,090, Reports from 616 coop- 

erating clinies were furnished through the State de epertine nis of 

be Hl From tlus so ee, 7U.0S9 new cases of svphilts, 61,254 of t 
; of ehaneroid were recorded. ‘There were 55,710 

argued 9s arrested or cured, 3,068,685 treatments given, 
doses of an arsphenamine administered. During the 
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At the i 
census of 
partmens © 

officer of New Mexico, a t-day 
the New Aiexico State De- 

ciene Association 

    

coopera. 
The i Word a State Department of Health and the Florida Medical 

Association requested an ‘ol icer to give a series of lectures on the    venereal (isons: to pliysielans da a posteraduate 
course at the University of Florida, Ninety doctors res gisterec L tor 
the course. The director of the Hot Springs Clinic was detailed to 
this work. 
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PUBLIC VIEALTTY SERVICE, ANNUAL REPORT, 1944 3 

: The ynuuber of clinics receiving Federal, State, and toeal financial 
vere iD Process + (4) Faoeat Hor : assistance decreased to cT0T, slightly | ihe anda the phev nus fiscal 

CLUS, acer year, Rapid treatment centers in the States and Perritories 1ncreise¢ : 
[hospi a i QC HELLS i from 41 {0 SS, and were able to assume a considerable part of the load 
clan resources, and } of infectious - recalcitrant patients who in previous years 
piers to meet post- otten could n ader treatment until noninfectious. Accepted : 

ona volun itary I oy on referral trom paysicians and health depart- 
ments, or on probation slain from courts through health departments, 
paUents in the rapid treatment centers were also given venereal dis- 
ease education. Ingnany cases vocational and redivectional assistance 
was given by cooperating social agencies, Tt is beheved these non- 

ie i medical services served as a deterrent to veinfection in discharged 
b Ole rationts, 

ies ' During rertment 347.059 syphilis 
patients. state health ‘depar Fag 
to clinics and aia 10,083,032 doses. ate- 
conn “ laboratories peric YSU 024 scrologte tests for Syph. 

7 were in ereater yolume than in 19 OL and 
, | | 

tone i es of gonorrhea admitted to clinic service 
LDIVISION : od, representing a 7.7 percent increas 

led he Inst peacetime vear, When > hem 
scully ce oe oF inerease in reported Gases OF THIS 

es apparent that State and fed- ; 
ger proportion of tveat- 
comung to public tion 

rements distributed SB2E3T6 
ved 2.0057 A boratory tests i 

seas decreased 16.7 nex over 
f crnedinenstyy revease Of 156.6 pel reent over L944, 
AYSENOLN OLED) preent and 63.8 percent over 1943 

} unds bu al gov crnments were, as 
follows: Pek £5 ease of BT percent over 
the previous yea ree 41: State ancl local funds, 
SO 800, 75—ah inerense col W4.7 percent over 1943, and 55.9 percent over 

Api bropr lations aad Allocations 

E saul vear is 11042 was av ailable to the 
a Venere: pease a i ppropriated by the Congress, 

my beported and SS4404° ppropriat ion, Direct granis 
aioe, and to they amountin Pwere made to the States fron: these funds. 

iithons of men jnt ‘The vers ini ing 08 (2 was available Tor assi ionmont ot personnel 
to State he: Jeparuinents, and for operation of ves earch and treat- 

oat repartee tte eens | health ment facili ties budgets of Federal funds for 1944 are shown : 
rng a 10.0 percent Increase mm table 18, pas 

ieee Sh over the anne Cooperation with State Health Departinents : 

sllon, “Mere dnt Acute shortages of physicians and other professional and specially 
rhea on the part oF private vers! nel reqrired for vi a disease control developed in 

serine public knowledge of the $ as the war progre: ed, Th : Venereal Disease Division re- 
avtors may have contributed to uted med teal, nursing, and other workers from noneritical areas and 

. : assigned them fo we health dep yartments of ser ously affeeted States, 
to help relieve the shortages. ‘The Public Health Service also assisted 
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